INTRODUCTION
Sacred groves are forest fragments of varyaing sizes, communally protected in the name of local gods and goddess. Hunting and logging are strictly prohibited within these patches. Indian sacred groves have pre-Vedic origin. Most of them are associated with indigenous and tribal communities, who most believe in divinity of nature and natural resources. Sacred groves in India are sometimes associated with temples, monasteries, shrines and burial grounds. Patnaik & Pandey (1998) defined sacred groves as culturally a living place of the deities and spirits of the village, which protects them from calamities and bring prosperity and a patch of pristine forest, having well conserved biodiversity. In return, the villagers regularly propitiate them by means of rituals, sacrifice on festivals or seasons designated for the same.
These groves are scattered all over the country, and are referred by different names in different states.
According to Sukumaran & Jeeva (2008) , sacred grove is a small area of land with a particular type of tree grown on it, which is considered to be holy by the local human community. Sacred groves are groups of trees or patches of vegetation protected by the local people through religious and cultural practices, evolved to minimize distraction.
The significant tradition of nature worship is that of providing protection to patches of forests dedicated to deities or ancestral spirits. These vegetation patches have been designated as sacred groves (Patel & Patel, 2012 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

Sacred Groves
During the study, all seven ranges, namely Panagar, Kundam, Sihora, Jabalpur, Patan, Sapporo, and the barge were visited to identify the existing sacred groves. Total 105 sacred groves have been identified from different beats and forest compartments of these ranges. The highest number of sacred groves (24) has been identified from Kundam forest ranges, whereas the lowest number of sacred groves (3) identified from a Patan forest range. The numbers of identifies sacred groves in different ranges are shown in Table 1 . 
Plants of Socio-Religious Importance
During the survey work on existing sacred groves of Jabalpur forest division, an inventory was made of plant species, having sacred and religious importance. Total 129 plant species belonging to 56 families and 105 genuses were catalogued, out of which, some of them are tree, shrub, herb, climber and grass categories. The list of such recorded plant species is given in Table 2 with botanical name, local name, part used and name of the festival and socio-religious occasion and socio-religious importance of the species. A number of plant parts used for various religious occasions are shown in Figure 1 . NTFPs, which are lacking in the surrounding forest areas. These plant species are well conserved in these graves, because of the taboos and religious beliefs of local tribal communities. Sacred groves are also very important as a protected area to various fauna species.
